
By Andy Ashby

After several years of  expanding its operations across 
the Southeast, National Drayage Services LLC is open-

ing its first terminal in its hometown 
of  Memphis.

The non-asset based motor carrier 
is partnering with Sun Coast Carri-
ers, Inc., and its parent company, The 
DeHart Group LLC, which will operate 
under the National Drayage Services 
banner.

National Drayage, which specializes 
in international containerized freight, 
provides cash flow, state and U.S. trans-
portation department compliance, op-
erating systems, accounts receivable 
management, insurance and other ser-
vices for intermodal trucking agents.

“A lot of  time and energy went into 
finding the right fit in Memphis,” says 

National Drayage president Christopher Moore. “We 
had to be careful because this is home.”

The move allows Tom DeHart, president and chief  
executive officer of  The DeHart Group, and his wife, 
Sandra DeHart, to step back from the business.

“It’s a win-win from my standpoint because I’m 67 
and been in this crazy business for a while,” Tom De-
Hart says.

His sons aren’t interested in continuing in the inter-
modal part of  the company. DeHart Group’s business 
interests include operations such as DeHart Insurance 
Group, Minglewood Hall, TCB Concerts and Convoy 
Services LLC.

Sun Coast Carriers’ terminal and operations sit on 18 
acres at 1046 Arkansas near Downtown.

“I feel like we’re in a good location,” DeHart says. “I 
don’t want to lose it, but I don’t want to keep fighting off  
the hordes in this economy, with fuel going up and the 
new insurance benefits coming in. It’s a young man’s 
game.”

Wade Glenn, who’s been in the intermodal industry 
for more than 25 years, is currently director of  trans-

portation for Sun Coast Carriers. He will continue 
managing the Downtown terminal.

Services will be provided by current personnel and 
drivers to ensure a smooth transition and customers 
will continue receiving the same level of  service.

By joining the National Drayage Services partner-
ship network, Sun Coast Carriers is positioning itself  
for long-term growth in a tough economy, according to 
Glenn.

“I’ve never seen it like it has been the past year,” 
Glenn says. “We’re quoting more, which is promising 
and means that people are trying to ship. A lot of  our 
competition has gone by the wayside, but we’ve held 

on, and I think there are going to be some more which 
will go away.”

Memphis-based National Drayage Services started 
its first location in Savannah, Ga., in 2008. It has since 
added two locations in Charleston, S.C., one in Char-
lotte and one in Jacksonville, Fla.

National Drayage is also working to secure contracts 
with agents in Dallas, several other cities across the 
Southeast, and in port cities such as New York and Los 
Angeles.

The Memphis operation will have a positive impact 
on the overall company, according to Moore. It grows 
National Drayage Services’ network, which could lead 
to the Memphis and East Coast operations providing 
business opportunities for each other, he says.
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The J.R. Hyde III Family Foundation is accumu-
lating land Downtown that it plans to donate to the 
National Civil Rights Museum for additional park-
ing and office space.

The foundation bought a 0.58-acre vacant parcel 
at 146 E. Butler for $285,000 from Cadence Bank NA 
on Dec. 31. This lot could be used for additional car 
and bus parking.

The foundation is closing on a contract for a 0.22-
acre adjoining parcel at 409 S. Second. It is purchas-
ing the parcel, which includes a two-story building, 
for $590,000 from Margaret E. Cocke and Theodore 
J. Rebstock.

The building, which currently hous-
es the Beth Cocke Law Firm, has two 
loft spaces with 2,222 square feet and 
2,783 square feet, an 1,100-square-foot 
office space and 6,500 square feet of  
warehouse space, according to a Kend-
all Haney Realty Group brochure.

The museum intends to use the 
building for administrative offices, 
according to Tracy Lauritzen Wright, 
director of  administration and special 
projects.

“I like to say it’s a good thing we get 
along so well because we are tightly 
packed in at this office,” she says. “We 
just need a little room to grow.”

Joan Robinson, a broker with Kendall Haney, rep-
resented the landlord. Terry Lynch, managing part-
ner with Southland Development Partners, has been 
representing the foundation.

In addition to being president of  Pittco Manage-
ment LLC and founder of  AutoZone, Inc., J.R. ‘Pitt’ 
Hyde III is the chairman of  the museum’s executive 
committee.

“We did this once before with the boarding house 
building on Main Street,” says foundation treasurer 
John Pontius. “The Hyde Foundation purchased 
and actually held it in its name for several years be-
fore donating it to the museum to be part of  the last 
expansion.”

The museum, which opened in 1991, is gearing up 
for a renovation and redesign that will cost $10 mil-
lion-$15 million and take up to four years.

In October, the museum selected Washington, D.C.-
based Howard + Revis Design Services to lead the ef-
fort, which would include enlarging its auditorium 
and improving exhibits. It is still in the pre-design 
phase, so firm decisions haven’t been made about 
space. However, some of  the office space in the main 
property could be used for other purposes.

“We’re hoping to add some program space, not 
necessarily exhibit space, but space where we can 
accommodate school groups or teacher workshops,” 
Wright says. “That’s one idea at the moment, but the 
final form of  it all won’t be decided for some time.” 
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Wade Glenn will manage National Drayage Services’ new Memphis terminal.  
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